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Protestant Campus Ministry
at Bloomsburg University
What Makes PCM
Unique?

Protestant Campus
Ministry has an
ordained campus
minister who works
directly with students as
well as other
Bloomsburg university
programs and
departments to offer a
pastoral and theological
point of view on
campus. PCM supports
the spiritual needs of
BU students, faculty,
and staff.
But we need your help.
Please consider
making a donation
to PCM and
keeping us in your
prayers!

Pastor Jill beside PCM’s new
sign on Main Street.

Our new home at St. Paul’s by Kayla Rose Harrisson, PCM Student Leader

In August, PCM opened our new
office in St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in downtown Bloomsburg, just two blocks down from
BU’s Carver Hall. We now have
more space for work and discussions, and a conference room
right down the hall that we can
use when needed.
With the larger space, we can
easily meet with multiple people
at once, whether planning an
event or just sitting and talking
with Pastor Jill when a student

feels like stopping by the
office. We are extremely
grateful to Fr. Sasser and
his congregation for
providing and renovating
this space for our ministry.
St. Paul’s has also shown us
their hospitality in allowing
us to hold our own worship
service once a month at the
church during our Main
Event time. This semester,
we decided to try an informal
style for our monthly wor-

Wittenberg Door on the Quad

We’ve also had the opportunity
to get to know St. Paul’s kitchen
as students bonded while making
meals together for after our worship time. The week before
Thanksgiving, Liz Staley’s parents, Mary and Blair Staley,
were kind enough to make us a
delicious feast for dinner. It was
a blessed time together.

by Craig Bond, PCM Student Leader

On October 31, 1517 an Augustinian monk and a professor
of biblical studies, named Martin Luther, nailed a copy of his
95 Theses on the doors of the
Wittenberg Castle Church in
Germany. On Oct 27, 2017
PCM commemorated this historic event by setting up two
old church doors on the quad
and inviting students to post
their own thoughts on religion
and spirituality.
The purpose of our event was
to encourage a positive and
open dialogue about Christianity, and to give students space
to express thoughts and feelings about faith and religion in
a respectful way. This was
done to practice what Martin

ship. We met in the basement
and sat in a circle for both conversation and ritual. Pastor Jill
and Worship Coordinator Liz
Staley planned the services that
included praise songs, litanies,
silent prayer, sharing of prayer
requests, Scripture readings,
mini sermons, and communion.
These small, relaxed services
helped to deepen our spiritual
community and connect us with
our new members.

and others posted thoughts in
response to our posted questions:
-To me, Christians are?
-My experience with God is?
-I don’t go to church because?
-I’d like to talk to a Christian
about?

Luther was trying to do himself— to create constructive
dialogue.
As students came over to our
display some engaged with us

This outreach event helped open
the door to spiritual conversations between PCM students and
their classmates who recognized
them as they came by. It also
was a good learning experience
for us to hear from students as
they made comments like, “I just
don’t get religion” or “I guess
I’m a Cheaster—someone who
attends just on Christmas and
Easter.” Our hope is that this
planted seeds for further connection and outreach on campus.
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Protestant Campus Ministry at Bloomsburg University
Finding God in Culture and on Campus!
By Rev. Jill Young

"PCM means the
world to me. It's a
nurturing space to
build my faith and
make new friends
that share the same
positive attitude and
ideals. Having a
space to ask
questions thoughtfully
about each of our
faith perspectives is a
gift because there's
so much we can
learn from one
another."

Leslie Cooprider, Senior

Our PCM student leaders had a
lot of fun with the theme they
chose for our Wednesday evening Main Event gatherings on
campus this semester—finding
God in culture. Our foundational
Scripture passage was from St.
Paul when he speaks to the Athenians at the Areopagus: “[God]
is not far from any one of
us.” (Acts 17:27b, NIV).
So our leadership team looked
for signs of God in popular movies and books, historical events,
and their own contexts such as
contemporary American culture
and military culture. They found
Christ-figures in Marvel, Scriptural references in Harry Potter,
and the profound, gospelechoing quote by Wonder Woman in the new movie: “It's not
about deserve, it's about what
you believe. And I believe in
love.”
As my students were working on
their Main Event topics, I was
also finding myself identifying
with Paul at the Areopagus. For through our Vocation Exploration Initiative,
I was venturing out into
new territory on campus.
Into our public university
context I brought the language of vocation and calling to about 50 students as

I led a 45-minute workshop for
the Zeigler Institute for Professional Development in the College of Business in November.
We talked about how to thrive
by living meaningfully and
joyfully—consistent with our
values and purpose found within and beyond ourselves. Some
were open and intrigued and
others not. But God was “not
far from any one of them” and I
felt how blessed I was to have
this audience.

Students Serving Locally
Above PCM students Holly Smith
and Tim Blaine serve chili and
cornbread at Wesley UMC’s Community Friendship meal in partnership with First Presbyterian. Also
this semester we assisted at Good
Shepherd UMC’s Mission Meal and
distributed gifts and tree decorations to families in need at Bloomsburg’s TreeFest in collaboration
with the Wesley UMC youth group.

I also found God, as I do each
semester, beautifully at work in
the lives of our current PCM
students and the new ones
drawn to us—each with their
own unique stories and gifts.
From the army veteran student
with a heart for service stepping
up with energy and vision to be
our service coordinator next
semester to the young woman
pursuing God even though that
wasn’t part of her upbringing, I
Visiting Partner Churches
continue to joy in seeing God’s
Spirit move!
We loved getting out to visit a few
of our local church partners this
semester. In September we attended
a service at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church which included a new office
dedication, Pastor Jill preaching,
and a church picnic.
At visits to First Presbyterian
Church in Bloomsburg and
Elysburg Presbyterian Church
(pictured above) students read
Scriptures, gave children’s messagebruary 17, 2018
es, and led prayers.

SAVE THE DATE: F

PCM’s COOK-OFF Fundraiser

Has your church included Protestant Campus Ministry in its benevolence budget?
Your congregation can give needed ongoing support to PCM by including it in their annual benevolence budget.
Please check with your mission committee about supporting our mission on the university campus!
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BU Students Explore Their Purpose, by Madelynne Staley, PCM Student Leader

PCM’s Vocation Exploration
Initiative (VEI) is now in our
second year of offering vocation
exploration circles on campus.
This semester we had nine participants including myself. The majority were not campus ministry
students but were earning leadership credits through BU’s Center
for Leadership and Engagement.

In the circle, we
were given many
opportunities to explore ourselves and
our passions.
Through the MeyersBriggs test, collages,
discussions, and
more, we got to the
roots of who we are
and how our vocations fit into that. We
also learned different ways to
pray and meditate, such as
reading a Scripture passage
multiple times and listening
for what stands out.
.
One of my favorite exercises
that we did during the circle
was the Clearness Committee.
Originating from the Quaker

tradition, the Clearness
Committee seeks to help a
member make a major decision not by giving advice,
but merely by asking questions and reflecting back to
help the person hear their
true voice. This organic
process allows questions
and answers to emerge naturally instead of being
forced. The experience enabled me to see how God
works through other people.
Getting to be a part of Vocation Circles has been a
blessing and I look forward
to seeing VEI continue to
blossom on campus.

Did you know...
that Protestant Campus
Ministry is not funded by
Bloomsburg University?
Support for PCM comes from
local churches and some of
their governing bodies, from
parents, alumni, and
community members.
Bloomsburg University
generously gives us free use of
meeting rooms and equipment
for our campus events, but for
everything else—books, study
materials, food, office supplies,
transportation, printing, and
salaries—
we are dependent on you!

Through the Eyes of a Graduate Intern by Andrea Jimenez
One of the activities that I
enjoyed the most was our
Board member Blair Staley with PCM
field trip to a labyrinth at
students at St. Paul’s church picnic
St. Cyril’s (pictured to the
left). It was a profound
experience to stand next to Pray for PCM …
other students who were
 For growing numbers of
also engaging in deep
students to benefit from
thought about their disour vocation program and
I really enjoyed the many opporself in the experience of the
cernment question.
fellowship group.
tunities to experience student
Vocation Exploration Circles
activities such as Jesus & Java

For the spiritual growth of
and was then better able to
Participating in the PCM
and the Main Event. The internour students in their jourassist in refining the curricuinternship was a very posiship also allowed me to learn
ney with Christ.
lum. This experience was phetive experience for me and  For students struggling with
new ways of reaching out to stunomenal. I was able to meet
it provided me with more
dents such as through fairs, social students who were trying to
physical and mental illness,
clarity in what field I want
media, and community service
as well as in environments
discover what their calling was
to get into and gave me
events. The main project I
unwelcome to their faith.
as it relates to their major. I
assurance that I am on the  For BU faculty and staff.
worked on was the vocation initi- was able to learn many ways
right track.
ative. I decided to immerse my For continued financial proof discerning one’s vocation.
vision for our ministry at
If you prefer to “go paperless” and receive your newsletter via email, you can send an
BU.
email to jyoung@bloomu.edu indicating your preference. Thank you!
As a College Student Affairs
graduate student at BU, I chose a
PCM internship for my field experience requirement, because I
was drawn to the vocational and
spiritual types of learning that the
internship had to offer.
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About PCM...
Protestant Campus Ministry (PCM) is a multi-denominational fellowship that offers members of the university community opportunities for exploration and growth in the Christian faith. PCM is staffed by the Reverend Jill Young, an ordained Presbyterian minister, and is also led by a committed team of student leaders and interns. In addition, PCM provides vocational discernment opportunities to Bloomsburg University students through our Vocation Exploration Initiative.

PCM is supported by:


The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America



The United Methodist Church



The Presbyterian Church



The Episcopal Church



Local Churches



Parents & Alumni



People Like You!

For more information about how you can
support PCM, contact Pastor Jill Young:
jyoung@bloomu.edu

Visit our websites: http://bupcm.weebly.com, http://VocationExploration.org
Find us on Facebook: Bloomsburg University Protestant Campus Ministry

